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Appendix 1  -  PEFC Norway

The initiative to found PEFC Norway was taken by the Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation.  On the 10th of June 1999, all relevant interested parties were invited to participate in the foundation of PEFC-Norway, to be held on the 10th of June. The complete list of invited parties:

· The Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation



(forest owners)

· The Norwegian Forestry Association




(forest owners)

· The Norwegian Sawmill Industries Association


(forest industry)

· The Norwegian Pulp and Paper Association



(forest industry)

· The Norwegian Forestry Society




(social NGO)

· Women in Forestry






(social NGO)

· The State-owned Land and Forest Company


(forest owners)

· The Organisation of Timber and Building Materials Merchants  
(retailers)

· Federation of Norwegian Manufacturing Industries

(manufacturers)

· The Norwegian Contractors and Plant Owners’ Association
(forest contractors)

· WWF-Norway







(environmental NGO)

· The Norwegian Society for Conservation of Nature

(environmental NGO)

· SABIMA (an umbrella organisation for ornithologists, botanists, and biologists) 

(environmental NGO)

· The Norwegian United Federation of Trade Unions

(trade unions)

· The Norwegian Consumer Council




(social NGO)

· The Norwegian Rural Youth Organisation



(social NGO)

· The Norway National Council for Outdoor Recreation

(social NGO)

· The Association of Intermunicipal Outdoor Recreation Boards
(social NGO)

· Sami Reindeer Herders’ Association of Norway


(indigenous people)

· The Ministy of Agriculture





(government)

· The Ministry of Environment





(government)

· The Ministry of Foreign Affairs




(government)

PEFC-Norway was founded in Oslo on the 21st of June 1999 by the following organisations:

· The Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation



(forest owners)

· The Norwegian Forestry Association




(forest owners)

· The Norwegian Sawmill Industries Association


(forest industry)

· The Norwegian Pulp and Paper Association



(forest industry)

· The Norwegian Forestry Society




(social NGO)

· Women in Forestry






(social NGO)

At the foundation meeting, Mr. Lars Wilhelm Grøholt, Chairman of the Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation was elected as Chairman of the Council of PEFC-Norway, and the enclosed statutes for PEFC-Norway was adopted.

As the list of founding organisations describes, a number of parties have not yet joined PEFC-Norway.  Some parties have, at least for the time being, rejected participation in PEFC-Norway, as they question the need for PEFC or they prefer another system (FSC).  Others stated a need for some more time to decide whether to participate or not.  PEFC-Norway will keep the doors open for all other relevant interested parties to join PEFC-Norway as soon as they feel ready to do so, and hopes as many as possible will join PEFC-Norway in the future.

____________________________________________________________________________

STATUTES OF PEFC-NORWAY

Established at the foundation meeting, Oslo 21 June 1999

§ 1 Name

The name of the association is PEFC-Norway. It is a non-profit, independent legal entity, run by its members.


The association has its commercial practice in Oslo.

§ 2 Object

The object of PEFC-Norway is to organise the implementation of forest certification based on the Living Forests Standards for sustainable forest management in Norway, in accordance with the Pan European Forest Certification (PEFC) Scheme.

PEFC-Norway is a member of the Pan European Forest Certification Council (PEFCC) and functions as the national governing body for the council.

§ 3 Membership

National organisations associated with forest management in Norway may become members of PEFC-Norway. Members agree to adhere to Articles of Association and legal decisions made by the governing bodies.

Written application is required for membership. The admission of new members is decided by the Council of PEFC-Norway with a majority of 2/3, cf. § 4.

Termination of membership must be in writing, and has immediate effect. Resigning members are not entitled to a share of the association’s funds.

Organisations, including public authorities and institutions, can be given status as observers in the Council of PEFC-Norway.

§ 4 The Council

The Council is the highest authority of PEFC-Norway. The Council shall perform the duties as required by the Object, cf. § 2, and the duties assigned to it in the PEFCC’s statutes, including the election of a national delegate and observers for the General Assembly of the PEFCC.

The members of PEFC-Norway are entitled to nominate one delegate and a deputy to the Council of PEFC-Norway for a period of one year at a time.

The Council can appoint working groups in order to perform specific duties. The Council can delegate the necessary authority to these working groups.

The Council elects the Chairman of the Council and makes arrangements for secretarial functions necessary for the Council’s activity. The Chairman shall call the Council to a meeting at least once a year.  In addition, a meeting must be called should at least 1/3 of the members of the Council request it. Fourteen days’ written notice must be given and this notice must include an agenda.

The Council carries decisions by simple majority, except for those subjects referred to in § 3 and § 6. In case of a tied vote, the chairman has the casting vote. A unanimous vote is desirable on matters of importance.

The Council is quorate if at least 3 members are present. No one has more than one vote.  Authorisation can be given.

The minutes of the meetings must be sent to the members of the Council.

§ 5 Finance and Accounting

The Council shall collect membership fees or raise funding in another way to cover the membership fee of the PEFCC and other necessary expenses. Each organisation represented in the Council covers the costs of their work connected to PEFC-Norway.

The Chairman of the Council is responsible for the accounting and management of the association’s funds.

§ 6 Changes of the Statutes

These Statutes may be revised by a 2/3 majority of the Council’s votes.

The dissolution of the association requires a 2/3 majority in the Council. The proposal for dissolution must be put forward with one year’s notice.

Appendix 2  -  List of Material Published by Living Forests

Complete List of Material from the Living Forests Project

(Reports, brochures, newsletters, fact sheets, overhead-series, study-book and video)

Material marked E and/or G are available in English and German as well as Norwegian
Available on the Internet
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Reports:



Report 1: Criteria for dokumentation of sustainable forest management, 1995



Report 2: Status for the Work with Criteria and Documentation Systems, 1996 (E)



Report 3: Market Demands and Competence Building, 1996



Report 4: Scientific Seminar Concerning Key Biotops, 1997



Report 5: Final Report from the Living Forests’ Test Areas, 1997



Report 6: Market Demands and Governmental Processes, 1997



Report 7: Evaluation of the Test Areas... , 1998



Report 8a-d: Preliminary Standard Documents, 1998



Report 9a-d: Standard Documents from Living Forests, 1998 (E)
x
x

Report 10: Economic Consequences of Efforts to Achieve Sustainable Forest Management, 1998



Report 11: Final Report from the Living Forests’ Working Group 2, 1998 (E)
x
x

Report 12: Final report from the Certification Committee, 1998 (E)
x
x

Appendixes Report 12: i.e. Appendix 1: Summary of the Living Forests Project, 30. June 1998
x
x





Nordic Forest Certification, Report 1, (E,G)



Nordic Forest Certification, Report 2, (E,G)



Nordic Forest Certification, Report 3, (E only)







Brochures:



Brochure: About Living Forests (E)



Brochure: Living Forests – The road to sustainable forestry (E)



Brochure: Living Forests test area at Brøttum – Guidelines for forest owners (E)



Brochure: Living Forests test area at Lindås – Guidelines for forest owners



Brochure (Special appendix to the forest owners magasine January 1998): Living Forests – The forest owners take responsibility….. prove it!







National brochure: The Living Forests Standards for sustainable forest management, 1998 (E)
x
x

Regional brochures (with description of and pictures from the region):



The Living Forests Standards for sustainable forest management, region Østland Øst, 1998



The Living Forests Standards for sustainable forest management, region Østland Vest, 1998



The Living Forests Standards for sustainable forest management, region Austland Vest,1998



The Living Forests Standards for sustainable forest management, region Nordafjells, 1998



The Living Forests Standards for sustainable forest management, region Vestlandet, 1998







Overhead-series:



Overhead-series: Living Forests – the Project and the Process (70 foiles) (E,G)



Overhead-series: The Norwegian Forest (37 foiles), (E)



Overhead-series: The Living Forests Standards (97 foiles)







Factsheets – all available in Norwegian, English and some in German:



The Norwegian Forest
x


The Forest Sector in Norway
x


Resource Development
x


Family Forestry
x


The Forest Trust Fund
x


Forestry Planning
x


Women and Forestry
x


Mining and Forestry
x


Forest Certification in the Nordic Countries (N and E only)



The Living Forests Project (N and E only)
x
x





Newsletters:



News from Living Forests no.1/96 (E,G)



News from Living Forests no.2/96 



News from Living Forests no.3/96



News from Living Forests no.4/96



News from Living Forests no.1/97 (E)
x


News from Living Forests no.2/97 (E)
x


News from Living Forests no.3/97
x


News from Living Forests no.4/97
x


News from Living Forests no.1/98 (E)
x


News from Living Forests no.2/98 (E)
x


News from Living Forests no.3/98
x






Study course about the Living Forests Standards for sustainable forest management:



Study-book: ”Standards for sustainable forest management” (87 pages) incl. Questions and Study Plan comprising 3 meetings and one day excursion in the forest.

x

Video: ”Standards for sustainable forest management” (19 minutes), introduction video about the standards to be used together with the book

x

Brochure: ”Standards for sustainable forest management”, information about the study course and presentation of the study-book and the video, incl. Order-form
x










Appendix 9  -  The Sale of Round-Wood in Norway

 (Based on Living Forests Report 12, chapter 3.6 and appendix 8 of Report 12)

The Round-Wood Trade

Some important characteristics of the Norwegian round-wood trade include:

· a dominating part of round-wood sales consist of cut and sorted wood delivered at the roadside.  This involves the Norwegian forest owner deciding when to cut, who to take care of log allocation and cutting, and who to forward the round-wood from stump to the roadside.

· a very high share of the cuttings are (sold( in two steps.  The high market share of the forest owners’ district associations is making these organisations a very important marketing link between forest owners and the industry.  The sale may be arranged in different ways.  Special companies specialising in round-wood trade and subcontractors as well are engaged in the same activity.  This means that the management systems of these intermediate stages become important links in the round-wood chain. Furthermore, the contract and delivery terms become an important framework of management and provide term for control and documentation.

· a very high share of the harvesting work in the forest (65%) is operated by sub contractors, who are often engaged or hired by the intermediate links mentioned above.  The forest owners` district associations are dominant in this respect.  The management systems of the mediator and the terms of trade in the agreements of harvesting and additional assistance will also provide important terms for control and documentation in this phase.
· the ownership structure and a high membership adherence to the forest owners’ associations
· the buyer side of the round-wood market is dominated by two procurement companies owned by forest industries.
The links in the round-wood trade chain are illustrated in the enclosed table, including a closer description of the role of the forest owners’ associations, wood procurement companies, measurement associations and SkogData.

The Role of the Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation

The Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation is organised as a co-operative, consisting of approximately 56 000 members.  Most of the members are farmers as well as forest owners.

The individual forest owners are members of local forest owner associations at a municipal level, and all associations at municipal level (446 in total) in a region are organised in a forest owners’ district association.  Recently, some of the 19 district associations have been merging, and only 11 district associations will exist from 1 January 2000, but still geographically covering the whole of Norway.
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Norwegian Forest Owners' Federation


The organisation structure of the Norwegian Forest Owners Federation

As member of his /her local association, the forest owner also automatically becomes a member of the forest owners district association and of the nation-wide federation, the Norwegian Forest Owner’s Federation.  Nowadays, the federation’s office is not involved in the sale of round timber, which is entirely taken care of by the district associations.  The federations main concern is forest policy, communication and among other things international co-operation, study programmes, industry ownership and market surveys, to some extent.

The district associations are financially independent.  On average, the members of the district associations have delivered approximately 75% of the total annually Norwegian deliveries of round-wood.

The Role of the Forest Owners District Associations

The forest owners` district associations are involved in timber trade and offer services and assistance connected to forestry, e.g. cutting, logging, transportation and silviculture.  In 1997, they administered in total harvesting corresponding to approximately 45% (approximately 2.6 million m3) of the domestic timber trade.  The district associations administer transportation and offer guidance and consultancy work.

The actual sale of round-wood takes place on the district level. Until recently, the forest owners’ district associations often functioned as commercial agents or factors for the individual members. The trend is now more towards an arrangement whereby they buy the round-wood from the members and then sell it to the industry in their own name. This involves the forest owners’ district associations committing themselves to supply a specific quantity to the industry, whereas the sales agreements which were previously negotiated by the forest owners’ district associations were more the expression of an intention than a binding commitment.

In practice, the forest owners’ district association enters into an agreement with the purchasing industry that assumes a basic price for delivery by road (excluding off-road transport) which is usually equivalent to or close to the basic price quoted by other forest owners’ district associations or groups of forest owners’ district associations, with a surcharge for services which increase the value of the timber for the purchaser and which can vary between the different forest owners’ districts associations. Surcharges or bonuses of this kind might, for example, be a payment for arranging a timetable of deliveries throughout the year, or for assistance with transport, or for commitments with regard to quantity, etc. 

After having entered into an agreement concerning supply, or in tandem with this, the forest owners’ association agrees with the individual supplier about fulfilling the contracts with the purchasing industry. A sales contract is signed between the individual forest owner and the district association. Even if the basic price is based on a bid from the industry’s side, the final price paid to the individual forest owner can vary, principally in accordance with the quantity and time of felling. The forest owner is free to organise the felling him/herself, but the forest owners’ district association can assist with the financing of plant, prepayment for future deliveries, guarantees to the contractors, etc. About 40% of the felling is directly organised by the forest owners’ district associations. Transportation is mostly provided by contractors and paid for by the purchasing industries. However, the logistics of transporting the timber are often arranged by the forest owners’ district associations.

The ESA (Efta Surveillance Authority), the monitoring agency for EEA agreements, has assessed the articles of association of the forest owners’ co-operative in relation to the trading regulations for the EEA. The ESA´s judgement was that a forest owner who belongs to a forest owners’ district association must be free to choose to whom he/she sells the timber and with whom he/she co-operates in order to effect such a sale. Forest owners have the opportunity to organise themselves into forest owners’ district associations. The forest owners’ district association may still agree on a common price for deliveries to industry on behalf of its members, but the individual forest owner is no longer obliged to supply the timber via the forest owners’ district association to which he/she belongs. The forest owners’ district associations have responded to this by amending their articles of association and changing their procedures for the sale of round-wood. The forest owners’ district association now offers to sell timber both for its own members and for other suppliers who may wish to take advantage of the terms offered by the association.

The Norwegian Forestry Association

The Norwegian Forestry Association (Norsk Skogbruksforening - NORSKOG) currently has about 200 members, with forest holdings spread across all of the forested areas of Norway. These members are responsible for some 10% of the round-wood supplied in the country. The organisation is divided into 6 districts for the purposes of working on forest policy and liaison activities. These district offices are, however, not involved in commercial transactions.

In addition to its work on forest policy, the Norwegian Forestry Association carries out technical and commercial activities such as the sale of timber, the plotting and analysis of resources, management of holdings, consultation and development work.

The sale of timber through the association is managed by its head office, which oversees the negotiating of timber prices, factoring for individual parties and supervising the procedures for delivery and payment. Until 1998, its members had an obligation to sell 50% of their annual timber harvest, measured in volume, through the Norwegian Forestry Association. This obligation no longer applies and members are free to sell their timber through any trading channel and to whichever purchaser they wish. The association not only sells timber for its own members but also arranges sales for other producers who may wish to take advantage of the terms that the Norwegian Forestry Association may offer at any particular time.

Some of the timber is sold as part of large framework agreements, often with associated premium schemes for accuracy and quality in the deliveries and some of the timber is sold as from an individual producer. The association buys and sells timber outside Norway as well, but by far the majority of its timber activities are conducted within Norway itself.

The State-owned Land and Forest Company

The State-owned Land and Forest Company (Statskog SF) is a state-owned company which harvests and sells timber from forests owned by the state. This represents around 5% of the total round timber produced in Norway. In recent years, the company has also been more actively engaged in extracting and selling timber for other owners.

Not affiliated to any organisation

About 68,000 forest holdings, for the most part very small, are not affiliated to any organisation. Many of these forest owners harvest their timber very rarely. Altogether they represent 10% of the total round-wood produced in Norway. They either sell to the purchasing industries on their own, or through independent timber dealers. They are also free to sell the round-wood to the forest owners’ district associations. Some contractors have expanded their operations to include the buying and sale of round-wood. There are also instances of contracting companies that employ consultants who can assist the forest owner with technical advice about forestry operations, silviculture, environmental issues, planning etc.

Sale of standing timber

There has been a tradition of low sale of standing timber in Norway, but now a growing interest in the sale of standing timber is also evident. There are advantages to the industry in terms of planning to have a certain volume of saleable timber standing ‘on the stump’ as a ‘green store’. In some particular situations this can provide an efficient and fast method of selling timber for contracting companies and forest owners and can help to make the former more competitive.

The Role of the Timber Purchasing Companies

The purchasing of sawmill logs is carried out by the individual sawmill or, in the case of cross-ownership, by groups of sawmills.

The Norwegian Pulp and Paper Association (Treforedlingsindustriens Bransjeforening) has traditionally represented the pulp and paper industry in the negotiation of prices and other terms and conditions of sale for pulp wood and sawdust. This has now ceased. Even though a number of the smaller pulp and paper companies each purchase their own pulp wood in their own geographical areas, about 90% of all the purchasing is conducted via the two Norwegian pulp wood purchasing companies. 

Norske Skog Supply is a purchasing company owned by Norske Skog, which used to operate chiefly in the western and northern parts of Norway. The company purchased just under 60% of the pulp wood produced in Norway. 

Østfoldtømmer ANS was formerly a purchasing company jointly owned by Borregaard Industries Limited, M. Peterson & Søn AS and Norske Skog Saugbruks. It used to purchase more than 30% of the pulp wood produced in Norway. The company has now changed in that Norske Skog Supply has now taken over the supply of pulp wood to Norske Skog’s mill at Halden. 

Norske Skog Supply and Østfoldtømmer are responsible for procuring all the raw material, including sawdust and imported timber, required by their owners within their respective geographical areas. Per June 1998, Norske Skog Supply was ISO 9002 certified and is in the process of ISO 14001 certification, while Østfoldtømmer ANS had started to prepare for ISO 9002 certification.

The Role of the Timber Grader

The grading of timber involves calculating the quality and volume of the timber by a neutral third party, and recording the results in accordance with the standards agreed by the parties concerned. Until 1 January 1994, Norwegians had an obligation to grade in accordance with the Lov om Måling av Skogsvirke [Grading of Round Timber Act] (19.12.1986 no. 76). This Act has now been repealed.

In accordance with the regulations issued by the Norwegian Ministry of Agriculture concerning the payment of the ‘forest trust fund’ and the grading of round-wood etc. (12.6.1995), there is still an obligation to grade all the round-wood that is sold so as to meet the requirements of the ‘forest trust fund’ scheme and official statistics. This provision is authorised by paragraphs 42, 56 and 16 (final subsection) of the Norwegian Forestry Act. There are no longer any provisions that define how the timber is to be graded, or that stipulate that the grading is to be performed by an authorised person or organisation. The grading must be carried out ‘in a satisfactory manner’ (paragraph 3-1 of the provision). The provisions that applied at the time of the repeal are still followed as regulations.

Since 1995 grading has continued to be performed by four Log Scaling and Grading Agencies (East, South and Nordenfjeldske [north of the Dovre Mountains] plus Agder and Rogaland counties). The main organisations concerned with timber sales have reached an agreement that all round timber sold by the district organisations and companies associated with these organisations must be graded by a Log Scaling and Grading Agency. These agencies are parties to this agreement, and have pledged to grade and report their results to the central timber database in accordance with the regulations that are currently in force. Purchasing companies and local forest owners’ district associations pledge on their side to have the work carried out by one of Norway’s four Log Scaling and Grading Agencies. In other words, this is an obligation, which the parties concerned have undertaken on their own account.

These regulations also apply to round-wood that is exported. The Log Scaling and Grading Agencies are also responsible in such instances and perform the grading either in Norway or by means of a cooperative arrangement with the grading agencies of the importing country.

As previously, the administrative boards of the Log Scaling and Grading Agencies are composed of an equal number of representatives for the purchasers and the sellers, and this ensures that the grading and quality assessments are neutral. The criteria for grading originate in the provisions that were repealed as such together with the Grading of Round-Wood Act. These are now used as voluntary standards and it is up to the purchaser and seller if either party wishes to depart from them.

The Log Scaling and Grading Agencies are co-ordinated by two organisations. The Log Rules Advisory Group of Norway (Fellesutvalg for Norsk Tømmermåling) consists of representatives of the parties involved and makes the strategic decisions. Technical co-ordination is looked after by the Timber Grading Committee (Tømmermålingsforeningenes Fellesorgan), which is made up of personnel from the Log Scaling and Grading Agencies.

Per June 1998 East Norway Timber Grading (Øst-Norges Tømmermåling) was ISO 9002 certified, while South Norway Timber Grading (Sør-Norges Tømmermåling) and Nordenfjeldske Timber Grading (Nordenfjeldske Tømmermåling) were in the process of acquiring ISO 9002 certification. Agder and Rogaland Counties Timber Grading (Agder- og Rogaland Tømmermåling) were assessing whether to commence certification work.

The Role of SkogData

SkogData (SD) operates in the areas of round-wood sales, forestry, and the sawn timber industry and trade. It provides IT products and services for forestry operations, timber sales and for management systems that control materials and production.

SkogData is a limited company with three groups of owners. Purchasers and purchasing organisations (purchasers), forest owners’ district associations, the Norwegian Forest Owners Federation and the Norwegian Forestry Association (sellers), and the Log Scaling and Grading Agencies (sellers and purchasers) each own one third. The management board is made up of two people from the purchasing sector and two from the sales sector. In addition, the Log Scaling and Grading Agencies and the employees each have one representative. The Chairperson, who holds the position for two years, alternates between a representative of the purchasers and a representative of the sellers.

SD´s system for timber sales dominates the commercial sector and handles around two thirds of the total sales. The system processes documents and makes the calculations for timber trade and transport. Most of its work is concerned with calculating the volume and value of timber and with producing the associated documentation (grading receipts, statements, invoices). The system for processing round-wood operations is principally owned by the Log Scaling and Grading Agencies. SD develops and operates the system on commission from these agencies. At present it is only the Agder- og Rogaland Tømmermåling Agency that does not make use of SD´s system for processing round-wood operations, but there are few alternatives. The purchase of grading services from the Log Scaling and Grading Agencies presupposes the use of SD´s system. As part of this system, SD runs a database containing information about all the round-wood operations throughout the country.

The ‘forest trust fund’ must be paid in to the forest owner’s special account on all round-wood that is sold from Norwegian forests, in accordance with the ‘Provision for the paying in of the ‘forest trust fund’ and for the grading of round-wood etc. of 12.6.1995’ (‘Forskrift om innbetaling av skogavgift og måling av skogsvirke m.v. av 12.6.1995’). The recording of timber extraction with the calculation of ‘forest trust fund’ is performed in an SD system called VSOP. This system is owned by the Norwegian Ministry of Agriculture and operated by SkogData. Most of the information comes from the recording systems of the Log Scaling and Grading Agencies. Information about sales that have not involved the Log Scaling and Grading Agencies is provided to SD on forms that are filled out. All the information is collected in SD´s databases and transferred to the public Norwegian forestry service. The documentation is also sent to the purchasers of the round-wood.
The sale of round timber in Norway
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Appendix 11  -  PEFCC Check List for Certification Scheme 

Applications

Part 1 – Check List on the Development Process of National, Regional or Any Other Sub-National Level

1. Has a forum been created to which relevant interested parties in the process have been invited to participate?
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Norwegian Forest Owners' Federation


Yes                 No    

Name
Type of organisation
Invited
Participated

The Norwegian Forest Owners’ Federation
forest owners
X
X

The Norwegian Forestry Association
forest owners
X
X

The State-owned Land and Forest Company
forest owners
X
X

The Norwegian Sawmill Industries Association
forest industry
X
X

The Norwegian Pulp and Paper Association
forest industry
X
X

WWF-Norway
environmental NGO
X
X

The Norwegian Society for Conservation of Nature
environmental NGO
X
X

The Norwegian United Federation of Trade Unions
trade unions
X
X

The Norwegian Consumer Council
social NGO
X
X

The Norway National Council for Outdoor Recreation
social NGO
X
X

The Association of Intermunicipal Outdoor Recreation Boards
social NGO
X
X

The Norwegian Ministry of Agriculture
government
X
X

The Norwegian Ministry of Environment
government
X
X

2. Has there been an assessment of the relevance of sustainable forest management elements?


Yes                 No    


Cf. Application Document, chapter 3, in particular chapter 3.5, 3.10-11 and 
3.13, page 10, 13-15.  See also appendix 3 and 4 to the Application 

Document.
3. Have the sustainable forest management elements been interpreted and incorporated in the national situation?


Yes                 No    


Cf. Application Document, chapter 3, in particular chapter 3.2-4, 3.6 and 3.8,
page 9-13.  See also appendix 3 and 4 to the Application Document.

4. Have the sustainable forest management elements been defined?


Yes                 No    


Cf. Application Document, chapter 3.5, 3.10-11, page 10, 13-14.  See also 
appendix 3 and 4 to the Application Document.

5. Transparency: During the preparation of certification criteria by the forum, have draft documents been made available to interested parties who requested them?


Yes                 No    

Cf. Application Document, chapter 2.5 and 3.7-8, page 6-7 and 12-13.  See also appendix 2 to the Application Document.

6. A Pilot Study can be a useful mechanism in helping the development of the process. Has a Pilot Study been undertaken?


Yes                 No    


Cf. Application Document, chapter 3.2-3, page 9.


The outcome of the pilot projects within the four test areas is published as 
Living Forests Report 5 'Final Report from the Living Forests'  Test Areas' and 
Report 7 'Evaluation of the Test Areas', including (1) an evaluation of the key 
biotop registrations within the test areas, (2) a survey among the forest owners 
within the test area of Brøttum on how the Living Forests had communicated 
with them during the test period, and (3) the final report from the Lindås test 
area.











In addition, a research project on 'Economical consequences of efforts to 
achieve sustainable forest management' was initiated and partly financed by 
Living Forests.  This was partly run within the Brøttum test area.  The results 
are among other things published in Living Forests Report 10.


Unfortunately, these reports are available in Norwegian only

7. Consensus shall be the objective, but not a precondition, to decide on the certification criteria. Has consensus been reached?


Yes                 No  


Cf. Application Document, chapter 3.9, page 13.  See also appendix 11 to 
the Application Document.

8. Consultative process: Please indicate how much time has been provided to allow for consultation on the final draft certification criteria, prior to a final decision being made?


Cf. Application Document, chapter 3.8, page12.


The Advisory Committee of Living Forests met on the 27-28 January, 1998 to 
discuss draft standard documents in an open hearing.  The meeting included a 
workshop, with mixed working groups, discussing the draft documents, before 
the plenary hearing.  The participants had been divided into working groups, 
and told which group to join and which parts of the documents to discuss 
approximately one month before the meeting took place.


The invitation to the meeting was distributed 15 September, 1997, while the 
draft documents were ready for distribution to the participants during last part 
of December and first part of January, 1998.


The draft documents were also published as Living Forests Report 8a-d, to 
allow widely distribution, which took place in January and February 1998.

The negotiations started 11 March 1998 and ended with a consensus on 27 
March 1998.

9. Certification Criteria: Will be periodically reviewed in the light of new scientific knowledge and a continuous improvement is aimed at. Please indicate how this is achieved in your scheme:



Cf. Application Document, chapter 3.12, page 14-15.

10. Please indicate how you intend to periodically review the certification criteria to adhere with the development process on national, regional or sub-national level.



Cf. Application Document, chapter 3.12, page-15.

Part 2 – Check List for the Pan European Operational Level Guidelines 
 
for Sustainable Forest Management


Please cf. appendix 12 to the Application Document

Part 3 – General Reminders

1. For all the operation level guidelines listed in Part 2, have you provided a full explanation in your application as to how you have achieved these?

Yes                 No  


Please cf. appendix 12 to the Application Document

2. Level of Application (Technical Document 4.2): Has your application document clearly delimited the certification units which will be available?

Yes                 No  


Cf. Application Document, chapter 4, ion particular chapter 4.3, page 20-22.

3. Certification Process (Technical Document 4.3): Does your application document highlight how the certification process steps described in Chapters 4.3.1.1. to 4.3.1.5 will be implemented?

Yes                 No  


Cf. Application Document, chapter 4.4, page22-24.


It is a precondition that the certification processes of the applied certification 
schemes from PEFC-Norway, will meet all requirements in EN 45011 
(General requirements for bodies operating production certification systems), 
EN 45012 (General requirements for bodies operating assessment and 
certification/registration of quality systems) and EN 30011-2 (Qualification 
criteria for environmental auditors), as in accordance with the requirements to 
operate ISO 14001 certification and EMAS certification.

Appendix 12  -  The Pan European Operational Level Guidelines 
 
for Sustainable Forest Management and the 
 
Living Forests Standards for Sustainable 
 
Norwegian Forest Management

The Pan-European operational level guidelines (PEOLG) provide guidelines for both forest management planning and forest management practices.

Living Forests’ requirements for the way in which each individual forest owner manages his or her woodland are intended to ensure the sustainable management of the forest resources. Living Forests defines forestry planning, on the ownership level, as a tool for achieving sustainable management in line with these requirements, and it is therefore assumed that Living Forests’ standards will be incorporated in future forest management plans. This will mean that an owner who has prepared a forest management plan can be reasonably sure that he/she is meeting the standards when the plan is implemented. Because of the conditions in Norway, however, detailed plans for each individually-owned woodland are not regarded as a precondition for putting Living Forests’ standards into practice. These standards, therefore, do not involve a mandatory requirement for forestry plans, or specific requirements for the contents of such plans.

At the same time, a number of the standards do assume that the forest owner possesses the knowledge and awareness of forest resources and environmental values that are essential in order to practice sustainable forest management.  It is also assumed that the necessary planning will be done to ensure compliance with the requirements for forest management. In the standard for landscape ecology, for instance, it is specifically stated that for parcels of land exceeding 1,000 hectares, consideration must be given to the impact of the forest cover on the landscape ecology when planning and managing the woodland. There is also a requirement with smaller parcels of land that serious attention is paid to considerations of the landscape across ownership boundaries. There is a further requirement that key biotopes are recorded and documented, and that information about known cultural heritage sites inside forest areas is included in future forestry plans.

It should also be emphasised that there is an assumption within Living Forests that forms the basis for its standards: namely that the forest management is carried out in accordance with state legislation and current forestry policies. These standards therefore involve stricter or more precise regulations than the government regulations themselves. 

In this connection it should be pointed out that the forest management planning is prepared or managed under the umbrella of the government programme. One could say that there are 4 levels of planning in Norway:

· National forestry programmes approved by government and the Parliament

· County plans prepared and determined by the county council

· General plan on the municipal level determined by the municipality

· Forest management plans for individually-owned woodland. The regulations for state grants for forestry planning stipulate requirements regarding the contents of the plans 

The National Forest Inventory provides the necessary data on forest resources for planning on the national and county levels. The data for general planning on the level of the municipality and individually-owned woodland is mostly obtained by means of regional inventories.

Economic, ecological and social aspects are taken into consideration on all the planning levels. For example, one of the requirements in the regulations governing grants, which form the basis for the work of all planning institutions, is that the management proposals must include specific advice of the way in which considerations of biodiversity, landscape, cultural heritage sites and outdoor recreation will be taken into account.

There now follows an examination of the degree to which the Operational Level Guidelines are reflected in Living Forests’ standards and /or the government regulations.

See also Living Forests’ Report 9a-d for a more detailed description of the assessments that have been made regarding the need for standards in different areas of forestry, within the context of the conditions and challenges in Norway. 

Criterion 1
Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and 
 
their contribution to global carbon cycles.

1.1. Guidelines for Forest Management Planning

a
On all levels the planning stresses these objectives. The planning is carried out within the framework which is given by the municipal land use planning and the Norwegian Nature Conservation Act.

b
The National Forest Inventory obtains data at a national and county level. Data on the level of municipalities and individually-owned woodland is obtain by means of regional inventories, and this data is included in maps that are divided into stands and provide information about forest resources and the quality of the environment.

c
It is regarded as important to encourage owners to order forestry plans for their woodlands. About 80% of the total forest area is covered by forest owners’ plans. There are, however, other records for most of the remaining area. The plans are normally revised approximately once every fifteen years. Many forest owners also manage to update their plans continuously with the help of electronic data processing. All planning in Norway is based on state legislation and the framework given by the municipal land use planning. 

d
Periodical work on the National Forest Inventory (7 inventory cycles have taken place so far), annual monitoring of the health of the forests, and the periodical preparation of regional inventories provide the basis for monitoring and assessing the development trends in overall forest conditions, with regard to both forest resources and the qualities of the environment. In addition, a set of indicators for sustainable Norwegian forestry has been developed by the Living Forests project, and this will be used as the basis for assessing development trends and any need for altering forest management practice.

1.2 Guidelines for Forest Management Practices

a
Emphasis is given to the long-term management of our forest resources in both the Norwegian Forestry Act and Norwegian forestry policies. The Norwegian Forestry Act gives one the authority to intervene if a forest owner fells so much that there will be long-term negative consequences for harvesting on that property. The final felling and extraction of young forest and young thinning stands is also prohibited. Total timber extraction in Norway is around 10 million cubic metres per year. The growth rate is approximately twice as much as this, meaning that the standing volume increases by almost 10 million cubic metres each year. In the course of this century the standing volume has doubled as the result of a target-oriented policy for increasing the resources. It is a fundamental principle of Norwegian forestry that one should never fell so much that there will be a decrease in volume at a later time. Considering the provisions of the Norwegian Forestry Act and current practice, Living Forests saw no need for preparing its own standard for this aspect of forestry.

The need to avoid damage to woodland, earth and water when carrying out forestry work is stressed by the Living Forests’ standards for such aspects as waste management, forest area protection, mountain forests, fertilising, scarification, forest roads, herbicide spraying, off-road transport and water protection.

b
The Norwegian Forestry Act requires that an area must be regenerated in reasonable time after felling. The Norwegian forest owner is also obliged to set aside at least 8% of the gross value of the timber as a forestry tax to be used for financing silvicultural measures and other long-term investments. Around NOK 250 million is invested in silviculture each year in Norway. This corresponds to approximately 10% of the gross value of the timber. The Norwegian Forestry Act’s obligation to regenerate is made more stringent and precise in the Living Forests’ standard for long-term timber production. This standard also stresses that the tending of young woodland and thinning must be carried out with a view to making the best use of the area’s potential for quality production.

c
The standard for afforestation / introduction of new species in afforestation areas ensures the correct conditions for new planting along the Norwegian coast. It is however assumed that new planting will be avoided in certain land and vegetation types and that particular and specific consideration will be given to environmental and other values associated with such regions. 

Change of use for former agricultural areas requires authorisation under the Norwegian Agriculture Act. This ensures that such considerations as the area’s agricultural value and the demands of environmental conservation and social needs are taken into account. State subsidy is granted to the afforestation of such areas. Living Forests does not have its own standard for the specific matter of changing the use of an area, since this is adequately covered by state legislation. The standard for cultivated landscapes will however ensure that any afforested land in an agricultural landscape will be managed in a way that helps to safeguard the landscape’s qualities. 

Criterion 2
Maintenance of forest ecosystem health and vitality

2.1. Guidelines for Forest Management Planning

a
The type of forestry management that is anticipated by the management proposals in the forestry plans is one which aims to promote the health and vitality of forest ecosystem. If poor forest conditions are recorded, measures will also be proposed for improving them.

b
The health of forests in Norway is monitored annually by a national monitoring programme and at test sites in individual municipalities. Different types of environmental damage are also recorded in the inventory of forest resources in the National Forest Inventory.

c
The forestry plans generally emphasise this. The body of rules for forestry planning presupposes in particular that the regulations that apply to protection forests [The Norwegian Forestry Act contains provisions dealing with forestland which location, condition or characteristics are such that it must be managed with particular care. Protection forest is mainly found close to mountain ranges and the coastline, and significant restrictions are placed on forest operations.] will be incorporated in the management proposals. These regulations are among other things designed to conserve forest ecosystems that are exposed to extreme climates. Living Forests’ standard for mountain forests is important in this context.

2.2. Guidelines for Forest Management Practices

a
The assumed result for many of Living Forests’ standards is that a type of forest management will be promoted that maintains or increases the health of the forest and makes it more resistant to various forms of stress. For example the Living Forests’ standard for harvesting methods requires that group-selection felling, which establishes the right conditions for natural regeneration, should be practised wherever possible. This contributes to an ever-increasing proportion of multi-layered woodland. The standard for long-term timber production requires that emphasis must be placed on building up a future forest which will allow for variations in harvesting and regeneration methods. In practice this standard also involves a focus on producing a larger proportion of multi-layered spruce forests by means of thinning and tending the young woodland. 

In the standard for protection of genes – forest trees it is stressed that seed and saplings must be suited to the climate and other local conditions when an area is regenerated. The standards for distribution of tree species and afforestation / introduction of new species in afforestation areas will ensure that there is an adequate broadleaf element in the canopy. 

b
In the standards for distribution of tree species, for afforestation / introduction of new species in afforestation areas and for protection of genes – forest trees, the requirements for choosing locally-appropriate tree species and provenances are precisely defined. The standard for off-road transport is important for preventing damage to the terrain and erosion. In the standard for waste management, detailed regulations are given to ensure that waste and oil spillage are avoided.

c
In the standard for herbicide spraying, the intention is that the extent of spraying should be limited as much as possible. The need for spraying will be reduced by the deliberate choice of certain felling regimes and the use of alternative silvicultural methods.

d
In the standard for fertilising, it is made clear where fertilising may and may not be carried out so as to ensure that no environmental damage is caused. It is also stressed that the leaching of nutrients must be avoided. 

Criterion 3
Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests 
 
(wood and non-wood)

3.1. Guidelines for Forest Management Planning

a
This objective is assumed in all levels of planning in Norway. The basis for this is provided by the Norwegian Forestry Act and the complete set of Living Forests’ standards.

b
These objectives are particularly stressed in the planning on national, county and municipal levels. There is also an assumption in forestry planning on the level of individually-owned woodlands that the plans will contribute to increased profitability in the short and long term. Work is also in hand to improve the plans with regard to the quality of the timber, so that the raw material can be better utilised in both existing and new products. Separate plans have been developed for utilising game and fish resources in a sustainable and profitable manner.

c
The fundamental principle in Norwegian planning is that importance must be attached to the values and potential of each particular area. If an area is important for outdoor recreation, for example, or biodiversity, this must be stressed in the management proposals. This is written into the regulations for state grants for forestry planning. The different grant schemes can have an influence on which measures are proposed for implementation.

3.2. Guidelines for Forest Management Planning

a
Both the Norwegian Forestry Act and the complete set of Living Forests’ standards are intended to ensure that forest management is conducted in a way that conserves and develops the forest resources, environmental values and other benefits of the forest land.

b
The standards for harvesting methods and for long-term timber production require that felling is carried out in such a way that the correct conditions are created for a satisfactory regeneration of tree species suited to the locality, and that the necessary silvicultural measures are implemented without delay so as to ensure a high volume of productive stands in the areas concerned. Emphasis is also placed on the tending of young woodland with a view to promoting the production of quality timber. The standards for harvesting methods, mountain forests, forest area protection and long-term timber production will ensure that the resource base is not diminished as the result of inappropriate forest management. In the standards for off-road transport and for scarification, the need to avoid erosion is emphasised. 

c
The Norwegian Forestry Act has provisions for ensuring that forests are not over-harvested. It is a fundamental and primary principle of Norwegian forestry that one must not fell to such an extent that there will be a decrease in volume at a later time. During this century the standing volume has doubled as the result of a target-oriented policy for building up the forest resources. The hunting of game is controlled and monitored by the public authorities under the authorisation of the Norwegian Game and Hunting Act. There has also been a dramatic increase in the stock of most of the game species that are hunted. Considering the provisions of the Norwegian Forestry Act and current practice, Living Forests saw no need for preparing its own standard for this aspect of forestry.

It is generally assumed in the standard for fertilising that the forest will be managed in such a way that the leaching of nutrients will be as minimal as possible. In Norwegian forestry practice, branches and brash/lop-and-top which cannot be utilised are left in the forest. This avoids an unnecessary removal of nutrients from the forest ecosystems. Living Forests regarded current practice in this area to be satisfactory, and therefore has not established a detailed standard concerning this topic.

d
All road building must be approved in advance by the public authorities so as to ensure that various objectives are met. There are also ways in which the necessary infrastructure can be developed with the help of a grant scheme, and the ‘forestry tax’ based on the gross value of harvested timber can also be used for this purpose. Living Forests’ standard for forest roads will ensure that the requirements for outdoor recreation and environmental values are adequately taken into account when roads are planned and built. The standard also provides guidance on how to avoid the building of roads in areas with special environmental values.

Criterion 4
Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biodiversity in the forest ecosystem.

4.1 Guidelines for Forest Management Planning

a
The preservation and development of biodiversity is an objective in all levels of planning. In the body of regulations for forestry planning on the level of individually-owned woodland, this is established as an objective which is made specific by the requirements for the contents of the plans. Living Forests assumes that the Living Forests standards, which place great emphasis on biodiversity, will be incorporated in future forestry planning. In the standard for landscape ecology it is also specified that consideration must be given to the impact of the forest cover on the landscape ecology when planning and managing woodland on parcels of land exceeding 1,000 hectares.

b
In Living Forests’ standard for areas of biological importance, there is a provision that key biotopes will be recorded and their values documented and taken into consideration. These key biotopes, together with areas protected by the Norwegian Nature Conservation Act, should represent the most valuable biotopes of different kinds. The particular function of the key biotopes is to ensure that the special habitat needs of red-list species are taken into consideration. It should also be pointed out that the environmental authorities gather and plot a great deal of environmental data relating to forests that is used in forestry planning. 

4.2 Guidelines for Forest Management Practices

a
In Living Forests’ standards for harvesting methods, for mountain forests, and for bogs and wetland forest, those harvesting methods are prioritised that provide the best conditions for natural regeneration. Group-selection felling, selective felling which leaves seed  trees standing, and limited clear felling should be employed wherever the conditions allow. It is, however, also clearly stated that planting or sowing must be carried out where the local conditions do not provide the  right conditions for adequate natural regeneration.

b
Under the authority of the Norwegian Forestry Act, the regulations for the use of seed and saplings contain strict provisions concerning the moving and use of provenances, and it is stressed that all seeds and saplings that are used must be suited to the climate and other local conditions.  These same regulations appear in the standard for protection of genetic material – forest trees. The use of Norwegian tree species is clearly prioritised in the standards for the distribution of tree species and for afforestation / introduction of new species in afforestation areas. The use of exotic tree species is limited to cases where the adequate regeneration of Norwegian tree species is problematic, and to the small-scale production of special timber qualities. It is assumed that the spreading of exotic tree species will be kept in check by forest management  and by avoiding the use of tree species with a large or unknown capacity for spreading.

c
In the standard for the distribution of tree species, there is a provision that one should aim at a mixture of spruce and pine wherever the conditions allow. There is also a provision that one should aim at a considerable broadleaf element in coniferous areas, and that tree species that seldom occur in the area should be taken special care of and/or helped to flourish by means of silvicultural measures. The standards for harvesting methods, for mountain forests, for bogs and wetland forest, and for long-term timber production, all contain provisions for promoting multi-layered forest cover. The standard for landscape ecology also has the objective of ensuring that the environmental values are conserved or developed ( on the level of the landscape itself.

d
Several of the standards promote the use of group-selection felling so as to preserve particular cultivation values which were associated with the forests of 100-200 years ago in Norway. The requirement set out in the standard for biologically important areas to attend to key biotopes is also linked to those biotopes that are subject to management. It should also be noted that the standard for afforestation / introduction of new species in afforestation areas does not permit the planting of trees on open moorland with heather, which is a vegetation type on the west coast of Norway that is affected by cultivation.

e
In the standards that deal with tending and harvesting operations, emphasis is placed on avoiding damage to the forest as an eco-system, and on conserving and developing the basis for biodiversity. There may be special reasons for referring to the standards for forest area protection, and for mountain forests, harvesting methods, long-term timber production, the distribution of tree species, areas of biological importance – key biotopes, bogs and wetland forest, water protection and off-road transport.

f
The standard for forest roads requires that environmental considerations are taken into account when planning and building forest roads. This standard also stresses the importance of avoiding road-building in various types of area with special environmental qualities. It should also be noted that there are detailed regulations concerning the planning and building of forest roads in a separate provision of the Norwegian Forestry Act which requires among other things that all forest roads must be approved in advance.

g
The standard for the distribution of tree species assumes that there will be a sizeable broadleaf element in the forest cover when conditions allow. This standard also ensures that tree species which are not dominant in the area will be left standing. Both these requirements provide better natural grazing conditions for wild deer, and thereby help to reduce the pressure of grazing of regenerating pinewoods and tree species that are essential to biodiversity. The culling policy for deer is determined by the environmental authorities. The forest owner consequently has limited opportunities for influencing the size of the deer stock if the pressure of grazing is too strong. It was, therefore, not appropriate to have a standard relating to the size of the stock of wild game. In Norway the dimensions of pasture land for domestic animals outside the immediate farm area is not considered to cause any serious problems.

h
The standard for old, large trees and dead wood will ensure a satisfactory volume of old living trees and dead wood, especially with larger dimensions. The standard requires that during felling, 5-10 trees per hectare are left standing as “eternity trees”, and specific guidelines are given about the most important types of trees to be left standing. “Eternity trees” that die should be left in the forest. It is also forbidden to remove large fallen boughs that are more than 5 years old. The total volume of dead wood in Norwegian forests is at least 8 cubic metres per hectare, which is relatively high, and it is increasing. It was therefore not considered generally necessary to forbid the extraction of dead trees.

i
The standard for biologically important areas requires that key biotopes are recorded and taken account of. The concept of key biotopes also includes biotopes in need of restoration. The standard for bogs and wetland forest stipulates that such areas can only be ditched under very special circumstances, and that encroachments for felling purposes must be managed with care. Both this standard and the standard for water protection require that during management work and felling, multi-layered edge/transition zones should be conserved or developed. The standard for forest that has been affected by fire requires that where advanced and mature stands have suffered a forest fire, such areas should be left undisturbed for the following 10 years to allow fire-dependent species to regenerate.

Criterion 5
Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective functions in
forest management (notably soil and water)

5.1. Guidelines for Forest Management Planning

a
The regulations for forestry planning assume that the plans will comply with the regulations that are stipulated for the management of protection forest (cf. 2.1.c). The purpose of these regulations is to conserve and develop the forest’s protective functions. Examples of protective functions are the protection against avalanches provided by forests exposed to extreme weather on mountainsides, and the protection of buildings provided by trees exposed to coastal storms.  

b
Protection forests are indicated on maps, and it is assumed that forestry planning will pay due attention to them.

5.2 Guidelines for Forest Management Practices

a
The Norwegian Forestry Act’s provisions for protection forest include areas where there is a danger of rock fall and landslide. Problems of erosion are relatively minor in Norway. The standards for off-road transport and scarification will however ensure that erosion does not occur as a result of these operations. The standard for the protection of water courses also helps to prevent the erosion of earth by water, due to its requirements regarding edge/transition zones along water courses, and limits placed on driving vehicles alongside water courses.

The standard for the distribution of tree species ensures adequate natural grazing for wild deer. The culling policy for deer is determined by the environmental authorities. The forest owner consequently has limited opportunities for influencing the size of the deer stock if the pressure of grazing is too strong. It was, therefore, not appropriate to have a standard relating to the size of the stock of wild game. In Norway the dimensions of pasture land for domestic animals outside the immediate farm area is not considered to cause any serious problems.

b
The standard for water protection requires that a multi-layered edge/transition zone is developed alongside water and water courses wherever this is possible. One of the objectives of this provision is to prevent the leaching of nutrients into the water. In addition, neither tree planting nor spraying will take place in these edge/transition zones. In the standard for waste management, emphasis is placed on avoiding any leakage of fuel or oil. In the standard for fertilising, there is a requirement that unfertilised zones must be left alongside water and water courses, and also that fertilising operations must be timed so that the risk of nutrient leaching is minimised. The quality of the water is also affected by the limits set out in the standard for scarification and in the standard for bogs and wetland forest (restrictions on ditching). 

c
The standard for forest roads assumes that the choice of route and the standard of the road are planned so as to make the minimum impact on the environment, and in addition to this, all road building is regulated by a separate provision in the Norwegian Forestry Act and by road norms stipulated by the public authorities. This body of rules includes detailed regulations concerning such matters as the avoidance of erosion damage and any negative impact on the forest’s water system, and contains clear provisions regarding ditches and the size of the culverts, for example.

Criterion 6.
Maintenance of other socio-economic functions and conditions

6.1. Guidelines for Forest Management Planning

a
The planning on national, county and municipal levels is based on a comprehensive social perspective. This planning also provides a framework for forestry planning on the level of individually-owned woodland. The forestry plans therefore emphasise an active and long-term utilisation of the resources in the best interests of both the owner and the local community, and these plans also promote a type of management which takes all interests into account.

b
Ownership rights to the forest land and the various rights of use on such land are in the main clear, recognised and respected in Norway. Disagreement about boundaries and rights are settled by a special court of law set up under the Norwegian Land Consolidation Act and/or by the ordinary judicial bodies.

c
Everyone is allowed free access to all the countryside not immediately around farm buildings, and has the right to pick berries and mushrooms. The only limitations are concerned with preventing damage to the natural environment and inconvenience to the landowner. This right is also evident in the standard for outdoor recreation. The objectives of forestry planning take the interests of outdoor recreation fully into account.

d
The standard for cultural heritage sites requires that other valuable cultural heritage sites, as well as those that are protected, should be taken into consideration. Regard for future cultural heritage sites will be incorporated in the forestry plans.

e
There are comprehensive facilities for training, further training and skills upgrading within Norwegian forestry. The standard for the work force and skills instructs the forest owner to ensure that whoever carries out work in the forest is given relevant information about any recorded environmental values associated with the area. It is also a requirement that whoever carries out the work has an understanding of good and sustainable forest management. In addition, Living Forests has placed considerable emphasis on measures for developing skills. Measures has been arranged which enables forest owners, forestry workers, contractors and others to study the Living Forests’ standards. 2,500 copies of the book associated with this study have so far been sold (Des. 1999), and approximately 5,000 forest owners are expected to participate in study courses during winter/spring 2000.



6.2 Guidelines for Forest Management Practices

a
It has not been considered necessary to establish a standard which directly assumes the use of local knowledge. But in practice, the forest owner’s management of the forest will be based on local knowledge and the attitudes and understanding of the local community. A number of the standards also assume that local knowledge is made use of in order to achieve the desired results. This relates to the standard for harvesting methods, for example, where local knowledge and experience are essential when assessing whether the conditions are appropriate for group-selection felling in a particular area. 

b
The standard for the work force and skills requires that those working in the forest should have the necessary understanding of forestry techniques and first aid, and also be familiar with the regulations concerning health, safety and environment within forestry operations. Customary safety provisions should also apply to forestry workers.

c
The interests of outdoor recreation are given a great deal of emphasis in Living Forests’ standards. There is a separate standard for outdoor recreation, and 7 other standards explicitly take outdoor recreation into consideration. Particular attention must be given to well-used paths and cross-country skiing routes, and also to areas which have a special value for outdoor recreation. The interests of outdoor recreation are also taken into consideration in a good many of the other standards where there are requirements for ensuring a high degree of biodiversity. Aesthetic considerations are stressed in the standards for harvesting methods, for afforestation / introduction of new species in afforestation areas, and also in the standards for cultivated landscapes and for old, large trees and dead wood. There is also an aesthetic element in the requirements for edge/transition zones.
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